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Matawan Environmental Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

May 8, 2018 

The regular meeting of the Matawan Environmental Commission was called to order at 7:03pm on May 8, 2018 

by Commission Chairman Daniel Wieczorek. 

 

I. Meeting Attendance (16) 

a. Present 

      Commission Members         Associate Members 

        Daniel Wieczorek (chair)  Adam Fernandez 

  Deana Gunn (Council Chair)  Malini Guha 

   Jim Tobias       

   Larry McGee     

   Ginny Sanzo 

   Anthony Washington 

      

b. Absent  Sharen LaPorta   Michele Devanny   

   Meredith Comi   Ken Ramsey 

        

c. Guests  Yvette Maria Reyes   Janine Bland 

  Don Gordon    Julianna Bland 

  Pat Noble    Diane Doolittle 

  Elizabeth Szoc    Paul Rinear 

 

II. Review and Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the April 10, 2018 Meeting approved as submitted 

 

III. Guest Speakers:  

a. Elizabth Szoc - First Presbyterian Church, Matawan - Community Garden 

 Started their Community Garden Spring, 2017 

 Monmouth County Food Pantry provided all of the plants used and guided the “how to” of 

plating and layout 

 Items grown: tomatoes, eggplants, cucumbers, peppers, basil, strawberries, zucchini 

 In ground planting, not raised beds 

 Composting was attempted, but there was animal interference 

 Food that was grown was donated to either the food pantry or to church members 

 No one was assigned plots, only the Szocs worked the garden 

 This year the size is doubled over last year (in an attempt to expand sun exposure to the 

plants) and the food mostly goes to the food pantry 

 Uncertain if the church community would consider opening the garden to participation with 

other organizations 

 Church meetings are the 4
th

 Monday of each month at the church 
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 b. Julianna Bland -  Ambassador Girl Scout - Gold Award Project 

 Due to concerns of the declining bee population, Julianna would like to build a community 

garden or bee friendly garden to help sustain the population of bees 

 Needs to have an educational component, such as workshops with the library and schools to 

integrate the importance of the bee population in terms of food and environmental impacts, 

as well as how members of the community can integrate bee friendly plants in their own 

private yards 

 Willing to consider expanding the concept into that of a full pollinator garden to  include 

butterflies 

 The size of the garden would depend upon the amount of space available 

 Julianna needs to have this done within the next year 

 Julianna is in need of an advisor (hopefully from the Matawan Environmental Commission) 

to assist with the project 

 Chairman Dan Wieczorek requested a plan, a budget and a list of top 5 ideal locations from 

Julianna so that we could move forward with assisting 

 Councilwoman Deana Gunn will assist as well, to investigate if any existing parks could 

accept this type of garden (ie Penniplede Park on Jackson Street, or along the Henry Hudson 

Trail) Consultation with the Parks/Recreations Department would be necessary 

 

IV. Member and Guest Reports on Affiliate Organizations 

a. Aberdeen Environmental Advisory Board (Dan) 

i. Pat Noble reported and reviewed their events: 

1. Arbor day tree planting 

2. Beach clean-up (over 140 people attended); mostly glass fragments were picked 

up, not many plastics 

3. Medication drives 

4. Monmouth county paper shredding which was well attended 

5. Recycling discussion -  recycling is up 93%, working on getting the schools 

recycling percentage up as well, since they are currently behind; Aberdeen gave 

away recycling bins to residents (as part of recycling grants received) more 

recycling cans are needed as residents were highly interested 

6. 335 trees for 3
rd

 graders were given away in Aberdeen for Arbor Day 

 

b. Matawan Shade Tree (Larry) 

i. Update on Arbor Day tree planting: 

1. 50 red maples were available, they gave out 25 

2. It was noted that the Boy Scouts might be able to take some for their projects 

 

c. Planning Board (Sharon) 

i. No Report 

 

d. Bayshore Regional Watershed Council (Meredith) 

i. No Report 
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e. Monmouth County Environmental Council (pending) 

i. No Report 

 

f. Matawan Town Council (Deana) 

i. Attended Matawan Arbor Day and Aberdeen Arbor Day 

ii. April 14
th

 Matawan Spring Clean-Up was a huge success and gave the Commission good 

exposure in the community (over 50 people attended and all 100 trees from the Sandy 

Recovery project were given away) 

iii. Attended a meeting to assess the solar situation in Matawan – panels are going up June or 

July for Borough Hall, August will be the police station and water plant (carports will be 

constructed in order to support the panels) and upon completion of the project, a monitor 

will be placed in Borough Hall to view cost savings and additional data 

iv. Updated the Commission on the kayak tours on Lake Lefferts with Joe Reynolds of the 

Bayshore Regional Watershed Council 

v. The Matawan Memorial Day Parade is Sunday, May 27
th

  

vi. June 9
th

 is the Fishing Derby for kids at Lake Lefferts 

vii. The Matawan Environmental Commission is in need of a logo, especially for banners and 

documents/letterhead 

 

V. Reports on Special Events/Meetings Attended 

a.  Shade Tree Arbor Day Event (Larry) 

i. See report above 

 

b. MEC Spring Cleanup (Meredith) 

i. No Report – see above for brief report from Deana Gunn 

 

VI. Progress Reports on Active Projects 

a. Lefferts Waterfront Cleanup/Expansion/Nature Trail 

i. No official report 

ii. Discussion on the viability of increasing water access for fishing, between the boat 

launch and the dock; won’t be able to do for this year’s fishing derby, but possibly for 

next year 

 

b. Lefferts Kayak Tours – (Happening!) 

i. Matawan Recreation Department and NY/NJ Baykeeper will be running free, 1 hour 

kayak tours on Lake Lefferts this season. They will be led by Joe Reynolds. (see last 

page) 

ii. 2 Dates with 4 Time slots each day: 

1. Saturday, July 21
st
 AND Saturday August 25

th
  

a. 9am-10am 

b. 11am-12pm 

c. 1pm-2pm 

d. 3pm-4pm 
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c. Signs Marking our Watershed (Meredith) 

i. No report 

 

d. Community Garden (Dan, Jim, Larry & Anthony) 

i. See above presentation from Guest Elizabeth Szoc from the First Presbyterian Church 

 

e. Rain Garden/Bioswale (Anthony & Larry) 

i. No report 

 

f. Tree City USA (Larry) 

i. One requirement has been met via Mayoral Proclamation for Arbor Day 

ii. Next meeting will determine where current standings are 

 

g. Sustainable Jersey for Schools – Green Team – School Garden (pending) 

i. No official report 

ii. Per Pat Noble from Aberdeen – schools have recycling cans, but issues remain with 

proper disposal of the recyclables collected – there is a new contractor for the upcoming 

year and the recycling policies will be more organized and better processed 

 

h. Solar Power for Matawan Borough and School System (pending) 

i. See above report from Deana Gunn 

ii. Per Anthony Washington – discussion on using parking lots for solar panels, but the cost 

factors are high, as structures need to be built in the parking lot (ie carports) in order for 

the solar panels to be mounted 

 

i. Natural Resource Inventory (Adam) 

i. Needs to find an example from someplace more local (others he found were from various 

other areas in the country) to see how in depth it needs to be; also depends upon what 

data is available for our area 

ii. Paul Rinear from the Aberdeen Environmental Advisory Board shared that Aberdeen has 

theirs online 

iii. It was suggested to reach out to ANJEC for assistance as well 

iv. The Natural Resource Inventory is needed for the Master Plan and should be available to 

the Planning Board so that the Commission can have access to planning board and zoning 

board plans; it also assists in access to grants, collection of green team points, etc. 

v. An inquiry was made to see if there is an old NRI from the previous Matawan 

Environmental Commission; this is yet to be determined 

vi. There is an assumed cost of approximately $10,000.00 for complete the NRI in its 

entirety 
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VII. New Business 

a. Upcoming Meetings and Project Suggestions 

i. MAEC (Jim Tobias): Mini Golf at the high school soft ball field, plus a dance and band – 

library, schools, police department (June 3) (See Flyer at end of minutes!) 

ii. Anthony, Dan and Jim will head up the creation of a hole for the mini golf 

 

VIII. Open Floor 

a. Yvette Reyes: 

i. Point Pleasant Beach has passed a resolution to ban single use plastic bags in the town – 

thoughts of working towards the same goal in Matawan 

ii. Proposed the idea of a “Mobile Garten” – an art garden made of recycled materials … 

and made mobile to go to different communities and schools to promote awareness of the 

consumption of and adverse effects of single use plastics – this would be with the 

purpose of educating businesses and consumers 

iii. Consider a discussion with the Chamber of Commerce to work with Matawan businesses 

(esp. restaurants and shops) to encourage the riddance of single use plastics 

iv. Research other towns that have successfully changed their ordinances and see how 

businesses bought into it, challenges faced, what worked, what didn’t  

 

b. Pat Noble: 

i. Bridge on Little Street – a significant amount of recyclable trash is collected on the 

ground below the bridge and would like to see that cleaned up 

ii. Challenge is gaining access to the area because it is bordered by residential private 

property, and the ground is quite steep 

iii. Considered accessibility via boat 

iv. Determined that the Commission would check the GIS to see if it is town property where 

the trash is accumulated and if so, perhaps the DPW could clean it up if its public 

property 

 

c. Paul Rinear: 

i. May 20
th

 - Riverside Gardens Clean-up 9am-12pm, with Bayshore Regional Watershed 

     Council (Joe Reynolds is the chair) 

 

d. Anthony Washington: 

i. Campaign for “covering your trash/recycles” as a significant portion of street litter tends 

to come from trash/recycles that blow out of uncovered trash cans that are out on the curb 

awaiting pick up; what can we do to get some mass communication and education out to 

people (ie on the town calendar, via social media) and to get some statistics behind the 

environmental impact of uncovered trash/recycling cans 

ii. Possibility of ticketing people with overflowing/uncovered cans? 
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IX. Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:49pm by Daniel Wieczorek. The next general meeting will be at 7:00pm 

on June 12, 2018, at the Matawan Municipal Community Center. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ginny Sanzo 
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